HOME AND FARM MAGAZINE SECTION

United States Departm

Bulleting and Special Articles Issued by
Suggestions Covering a Wide Range of Activities;

Para-Dichlorobenzene
Is a New Insecticide

D ARA-DICHLOROBENZENE" s

the formidable uname of a
chemical compound which bhas only
recontly beon pxed ag an insectivide,
but which, In belng non-Inflammable
and comparatively Inexpensive, pos-
wosses advantages over other fuml-
gants, The United States Dopart-
ment of Agriculturs’s néw bulletin
(No. 167) fs entitled, ' Para-diehloro-
benzeno as an Insect Fomigant," and
pointe out that the compound, uls
though deadly to Innects, is harmless
to human belngs wader ordinsry con-
ditlons and does not have an odor
which cllngs to fabrics nd do many
Inpooticides,

Parp-dichlorobenzone I8 applied In
most Instances o the saue munner
as camphor and napthalene, It is
not, however, necessary to sprinkle
it around In cormers or over rugs
and other materinl. as is often the
cags with eamphor and napthalene,
but merely to  cxpose a sufflelent
quantity in one or twWo open or par-
tinlly open recdptiacies, placed over,
or higher, than the Infested cases,
gomls, and materin which requires
fumigation,

Para-dichiorobenzene ut the prose
ent time Is sold In b, 10, 25, 650 and
L00-pound and harrel lots, the prices
for 'whiel are as Tollows:

23 conts per pound in b,
2h-pound lots

18 cents per pound in GO-pound
ote

1T cents per pound o 100-pound

10 and

J\'I".
16 cents por pound in burrel lots
If any consldernble quantity Is to
bo used, it Is much better to purchinse
of some wholesale druggist or direet
from the manufacturers,
Para-dichlorobenzense Is applicable
many insect pests living under
varloug conditions and environment,
and therofore requires specifio tweth-
ods of application, nnd. wnlike eur-
bon blsulplid, it is nt the prosent
tUnie used only Indoors and In other
places where I8 yapora can be elose-
Iy conflined. As thore s a great
variallon n the tenncity of e
alpong Insects, the exlsting condl-
tlong should be enrofully ndted lbe-
fore para-dlchlorobenrene I applied
Hoetles, sneh as the rion weevil,
srangry weovil, Lhe oonfoxed f(lour
Iwetle, the eadeils, the yellow moenl:
worm, and o few others less com-
mon are partienlarly bhard to kil
when in the adult stage. Thoe larvao
of ¢eripln other meaiworms are likes
wire found by experiment to pow
fess gredat tohaclty of lfe. It ds
therefors recommendod that a pro-
portionately larger amount of parn
dichlorobenzene be wsed when com-
biating thesa specles,

i{1]

Moths, flies, rouches, ants and
uphides are readlly killed by para-
diehlorobenzene when used In the

-

ordinnry strength as previonsly
v mgnded,
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Fumigation Mechod
for Imported Seed
A SATISFACTORY method for (e
stroving Injurlous Inxects in fme.
ported peedl without sifecting the
vilue of the seed
the United Su

hits Been used by

* Department of Ag-

riculture, and Is descrived In a new

hullotin [ No. 186) entliled, “A Meth-

ofl of Fumigating Soed.” Inlerésted

individuale who npply to the depart-

ment at Washingron, D, U, will be
vt the bulletin.

In the new mothod the Infested
wred 1s placed In o chambor In which
i partlal vacoam bun been credted
The chamber ta then fHled with a
very  deadly gas-hydro-eyanic acld,
which penetrates more  offectivaly
into the seed bocavse of the previ-
ously ercated saceuum It has heen
found that a conslderably shorter
cxpoure wis nocessars inousing th
wethod of fumlgation than in the
usunl method.  The bulletin  de.
teribies the experiment completely,
giving details nnd Dlinteations of the
chamber uded in the experiment,

Hydroscyunio ocid In, of courge, n
Toost dangorous polson and should
not be handled by any execopt Lhoso
wha are thorough!y familar with 1t
Another gas—carbon bi-sulphid—is
to be uged by the department In a
slmilar experiment, the results of
which will e announced lnter

—_—

Allnlfa shenld never be allowed Lo
dry thoroughly (n the sun. It makes
the leaves shotter and otherwise in-
Jures the hay.

Rural Community Organization

SCHEME for the organleation
A of rural communities for both

buslpess and soclal purposes I
worked out In an article which ig to
appear in the fortheoming Yearbook
of the Department of Agriculture, and
which has already boon printed s a
pamphiet for the use of the Departs
ment's office of markets and rural
organization,

Tho schemo calls for 10 commit
tees, five of which are to deal with
business noeds, nnd five with social
needs.  Kvery member of the organ-
fzatlon is to serve on sOme one of
these committees. In addition, there
{6 to be a contral or executive com-
mittee composed of the president of
the organization, its secrotary, Ity
treasnrer, and the chalrman of the
10 other committees. This central
body s to direct tho general polley
of the organlzation, rilse all funds
and contral thelr expenditures. The
committess that are to deal with the
buslness interesty of the community
are 48 folows,

Business Committoes.

1. Committes on farm production,

2. Commites on marketing.

1. Committes on securing farm
supplies,

4. Committes on farm finance and
aceounting.

h. Committer on communication
und transportation.

Social Committoes,

Similarly, the five committees that
attend to the eommunity’s soclal In-
terests will deal with,

1. Bducation.

2. Sanltatlon,

. Recreation,

4. Deautitication,

5. Household economics ;

The work of most of these com-|
mittees Is Indfeated sufflciently
elearly by thelr titles; for example,
the committes on production can do
much good by Improving the breods
of live etock In o community through
oo-operitive purchages of pure-hred
minles,

It outt encourags the formution of
torn, poultry, plg, eattle, cdaomning
nud gardening clubs which have al
roady demonstated their value In the
spctions whern they have been estab
lsliod; and it can earry on useful
studies of the type of sgriculture best
fitted to local conditions

Marketing.

In the same way, the commiitios
on muarketing can secure the stand-
ardization of the community’'s prod
nets and thus obtndn botter prices
than are possible when pondescript
goods are dumped upon the market

The committes can nlso soarch out
the best muarkels, make contracts on
a large scale which will be more fa-
vorable than any individual can se-
cure for himself, and In many other
ways economite in the selling of the
rommnunity's goods, FEven if co-op-
orative mwarketing is not netually re-
surted to, the Infarmiation which the
committee colisets can hardly fall to
bt of greal asslstance to the Individ-
ual shippers &

Jupt as the committeés on warket-
Ing van facllitale selllng, tha com-
mittes on farm supplies can econo-
mize in buying., Farmers are warned,
hawever, not te underestimute the
comt of running & store or commer-
¢lal agency, aud not to overestiniate
the saving which thig can effect. The
co-operatiive sooloty, of eourse, does
awny with the neceasity of the store's
making a profit; but somebody must
manage the store and that somebody
munt he pald for his time.  His eal-
ary, thorefore, corresponds in & way
o the ordinary store's profit, and it
Is not always possible 1o securo a
good man for less than he wonld be
able to wake In business for him-
sl

Purchnsing.

Thoere ure, hawever, several motls
odu of purchasing farm supplies co-
operatively, which will be found to
e of advantage. Tho simplest s
the Joint order, In which a group of
fariers can buy a given srticle in
large quantities, therehy effoeting n
considerable gnving 1n the oxpotine of
handling, commissions, ete. Sote-
Unies when this method s ndopted o
warchouse Iy ndded whieh 18 owned
or. rented do-operatively, and  n
which the goods are stored ant)) the
assoclaled purchasers need them,

If these two methods hive beey
tried and found muccessful §t may
he desirablo to carry them out to
their logiral development and cop-

duet a co-operative ptore which ren-
ders the samo gervice to Ity cus-
tomers that a private enterprise
would. This, bowever, lneﬂlnhls
leads Lo complications and shoul
only be underinken after some ex-
perience with similar moethods of co-
operation.

With the committee on farm
fluance and accounting, the first
duty Is to ascortanin what farm on-
turprises ean safely be financed. This
is only possible when acourate ae-
counts are kept and carefully ana-
Iynod.  After this has been done the
nest step I8 to sacure the most fa-
vorable torma for financio Lrulper
and sound entorprises. This re-
quently pot diffieult if the commit-
teo has thoroughly masteresd the sub-
joet and s able to put it clearly be-
tore local bankers

Becuring Capltal,

Whaore the local bankerd are un-
willlng to floanco genulpely product-
Ive enterprises al n reasonable rate
of Intereat the committee must con-
sider other ways of securing capital,
One of the simplest plans for acvom-
plishing this Is a oredit unlon or co-
oporative credit amsoelation. The o
pential features of this plan are that
a group of farmers organize Lhem-
gelyes to recolve deposite and make
loans,

iy keeplng the expenses down to
a minimum §t hax been powsible iu
some eases for such assoclations to
pay intorest on deposiis that Is within
1 per cent of the Interest It charges
on loans.

The ecommitteg on commuunleation
and transportation shonld deal pri-
marily with the roads and telaphonoes,
The keynote of the work should be
organized aelf-lielp, not wppenls to
get Government help.

Just as the five business commit-
tens are to grapple with the funda-
mental problems of producing and
solllng In thelr warious forms, tho
five sotlal committeos should direct
thelr efforts to the Improvemoent of
living conditions In the eouniry.

Increasing Avernge Ineome.

To Inerease the farmoer’s locoms s
not the only thing needed to make
rural Ufo what it should be.  Aa a
matieor of fact, suye this wrtlcle, It ls
the prosperous farmer who s more
inclined to move (0 town than his
lesa fortunate oelghbor,

Having nccunulated a compelonees
he wishes to enjoy It, and there are
five prinelpnl reasons  which  lead
lilm to belleve thar he cin do this
better in the city: Flrst, there are
usually better facliities for educat
Ing hix ehildron; wecond, the sanl-
tary conditions are frequently tuch
better In towps, and the time doos
not peem to be fur distant when the
cltien will be actually more health-
ful than tho country. Again, house
hald convenlences such am hot and
cold water, heating and lghting sys-
tema, ole,, are more abundant in the
towns and add greatly to the com.
fort of living. Finnlly, there is mare
opportunity for recroation ln the eity,
and froquently, strango as it may ap-
pesr, more {o appeal to the sense of
beauty that Is Inherent In practically
OYery man.

Co-operation on the part of rural
communlties can do as mueh to al-
ter thege conditions as It can to In-
cronse the averags cash income, e
committees that have these matiers
In charge should, therofore, ba re-
garded as quite as lmportant as those
which deal with Luslness guestions,
and they should recelve the samn
gnpport from the ontire community
which they are endeavoripg lo hen-
efit,

The result will be a community
spirit whieh, In its way, la eapable
of producing ns valualle reaults ns
the Natlonnl spieit.  In fact, says the
nrtiele in closing, *'Patriotiem, ke
charity, Lboging st homoe —thay s, In
the neighborhood.”

Out of the Moutlis of Youtls,

"Remember, boye," sald the mak
ter, “that dn the bright lexieon of
youth there Is ng such word as fall.'”

Aftor o fuw moments a boy ralsed
Ein hand.

“Well, what fg It, my 1ad?" asked
the master.

"l wan merely golng to suggest,”
replied the yonngstor, “that If such
i the case It wonld be ndvisable to
writa to the publishers of that lexicon
and call their attention to the omis-

glon."—Kaugas Clty Star.

—

January Movement of
Apples From Storage
ACCORDINO to Investigntion, cone
ducted by the Office of Markets,
United States Dopartmont of Agyj.
enlture, thero was an fneroase o (hy
movement of cold storage apples dup.
ing January as compared with De
cember. It Is lmpossible to glve the
total quantities of boxes and han
rels ln wtorage on February 1 he
eause many firma withhold informg.
tlon as to their holdings, Howover,
It Is thought that & sufficient num.
ber are co-oporating with the Offies
of Markets to warrant conclusiong
&8 to the tolal movement throughoyt
the country,

Basing estimates upon (he rotyrng
from o lurge number of commorcia]
appla cold stora and granting the
conditions for this number are rop.
resenintlve of the whole, It appears
(1) that holdings on Februiry 1,
19156, wore 284 per cont groater
thun on the wame date two youry
ngo; (3) that 36.2 per cent of the
totul holdingn have been moved wines
Decomber 1, the decronse of barreled
stock helng 25.4 por oent and byres
17 per cent; (2) that durlng Janye
ary 17 por cent of barreled upples
and 106 per vent of boxed apples
were taken out of cold morage, the
total decrease on the basls of bold.
fngs Decomber 1 belng 16.6 per cont,

It was not thought that the de.
mand for cold storage apples In Jag-
uary would be very much greater
than in December, owing lo the facl,
an pointed out in a previous report,
that the large supply of common
storage stock, together with Christ-
man purchases, wonld restrict the
movenient of appler from cold store
ago durlng last month,

The attention of thoso Interested
in ealled agaln to the fact that prace
tieally all common storage apples,
aa u role, pasa Into consumption by
the first of Febroary. If this cone
dition has been trae of the presopt
seagon, I in thought that the move-
ment of cold stornge apples will be
very lnrge durlng  Febroary and
March,

The supply eertainly s bountifol
and, s the reault of low prices and
a large demand, 1t Is thought the
consumption during the next few
months will be sufficlent to exhaypt
the wupply

The advisability of moving the
mtocks an rapldly swa possible s nrged
upon growers and dealern so that
the wuusunlly large holdings may
diminiah sufficlently to prevest dis
aiter in April or May.
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Progress in Campaign
Against Powdery Scab
HE campulgn  agalnst powdery
wenb in Malng potntoes has now

rounited in the froelng of the fol
lowing districts; The towns of Med-

way,  Woodville, Mattewamkeag,
Winn, Kingman and Prentiss, and
the plantations of Webster and

Draw, In Ponobscot County; and the
plastations of Molunkus aud Mie-
wihior, In Arportook County. Talle
potatocs grown within thess nrons
may now be whiped In  Intersiate
comméree without restrietlon.

it In also announced in the sorvies
and regulntory anuouticoments of the
Fodetal Hortlenltural Board that the
Island of Bornholm, {n Dentnark, has
been freed from  the  disoase, and
that polatoes can now be imported
into thik country from thero, These
Importations wero stopped In May,
1614, whon powdery scab wiy found
In two bags among a conslgnment
of 480 from the island,

The regulations gaverning the po-
tnto  quarantine have @also  been
amonded In ope or two respects, Un-
der the new regulations  potatoss
transporied in packages can only ba
put In contalners which are either
new or have been sterfliged nminco
last usnd.  Each contninor must also
have a card Inltialed by the Ingpector
who lmued It In the case of car-
load lots, however, one curd [ suf-
ficlent,  Car or schooner lota muit
he kepnt separate, io case of reshipe
ment, from other potaloes.

The wserviee and regolatory ane
nouncements of the Fedaral Hortl-
cultural Hourd nlo contaln noticos
of thres fines, of $256 each, Impored
for violutions of the gipsy moth and
brown-tall moth quarantine by per-
nons who ghip Chrintmas  treen
ot of Massachusetts; and two other
fines, of $36 and $i0, for shipping
foreat products out of the same state
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